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Women's World Summit Foundation - WWSF

Newsletter 8 March 2021
International Women's Day
WWSF turns 30!
Dear Partners and Friends,

On this year’s International Women’s Day, we rise again to shout from the
rooftops « without gender equality there cannot be sustainable development! ».
We are still in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic and the news from around the
world is alarming with women facing increased poverty, domestic violence, and losing
jobs.

We join the UN theme for 8 March « Women in leadership: Achieving an equal future in a Covid-19
world. »
Gender balance in political participation and decision-making is an internationally agreed target set in
the Beijing Women’s Declaration and Platform for Action. Under the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, women have the same access as men to take part in and serve their governments.

8 March is also the day we commemorate our
30th anniversary (1991-2021) serving humanity
with our annual empowerment campaigns and
time for a new beginning

In celebration, we created a photo gallery (automatic slideshow) to highlight 60 prizewinners,
selected from a total of 462 awarded over the past 26 years, and to remind us that rural women leaders
need to be included in political participation and decision-making, which is an agreed international
target set in the 1995 Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, and in the Sustainable
Development Goals - Agenda 2030.
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Visit our gallery and world map

Read our message to rural women of the world on International Women's Day 2021!

Dear Sisters living in rural areas,
You represent a quarter of the world’s population – use that power and participate in
the implementation of the Sustainable Development Agenda-2030. You know what is
best for your communities and yet you still have to ﬁght to claim your basic human
rights. Even today, you do not have equal access as men to loans, education, land,
healthcare, or skills training. This has to change.
The time has come where you need to speak out and participate in building a new
world with you included and be heard.
- In solidarity, WWSF Partners

On this auspicious day, we are reminded of the words of our friend, Gertrude Mongella, Chair of the 1995
Beijing World Women's Conference:

Urgent Reminder!
Please note that the deadline to receive nominations of candidates for the 2021 Prize for Women’s
Creativity in Rural Life has been extended to 31 May 2021.

Nomination Form and Guidelines click here.

Subscribe

Past Issues

Find Out more

Below you ﬁnd infographics of our three annual campaign Kits for you to use, share and implement in
your communities to increase civil society action and ensure the success of the Decade of Action for
Generation Equality and the SDG Agenda 2030. Our 2020 Activity Report is available online.
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Upcoming Events

15-26 March 2021 – CSW65 – UN Commission on the Status of Women (virtual event)

Thousands of NGO representatives participate in the UN Commission on the Status of Women each year.
It is the largest annual gathering of the international women’s movement at the UN – a time for renewal of
collective purpose and action. This year the CSW format has changed and will be conducted virtually due
to the COVID pandemic. The CSW provides a unique opportunity for leaders in gender equality and
empowerment to inﬂuence the UN agenda and to make sure the Beijing Platform for Action (BPFA) is
integrated into the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda.
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14 March 2021 – Geneva NGO CSW65 Virtual Forum Consultation Day: The Geneva NGO
Committee on the Status of Women is invited this year to organize an International Geneva Consultation
Day event: « Women’s Rights Advocates in International Geneva: « The Heart of Human Rights and
service to humanity ». Join us! https://ngocsw-geneva.ch/

Dear Partners and Friends,
To make progress towards the many Sustainable Development Goals and Targets and the systematic
mainstreaming of a human rights perspective is our ultimate aim. We thank you for your solidarity in reaching these
goals.

In partnership,
Elly Pradervand, WWSF President and CEO in collaboration with our campaign team and
sponsors - www.woman.ch - wwsf@wwsf.ch - Tel: +41 (0) 22 738 66 19

About us: The Women's World Summit Foundation (WWSF), created in 1991 in Geneva, Switzerland, as a not-forproﬁt, humanitarian, international, lay organization for the realization of women's and children's rights, mobilizes via
its annual campaigns, round tables, world days and prize awards civil society actors to catalyze increased action for
change so that we will reach the Sustainable Development Goals Agenda 2030.

Thank you for sharing our regular Newsletters and annual campaign kits with your network and friends to increase
civil society bold action for change.

"Whatever you can do or dream you can, begin it; Boldness has genius, power, and magic in it."
- Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

We thank you for your donations to WWSF and if you wish to
support our work, you can do so by clicking on our Donation
button. https://www.woman.ch/donate/
To donate, use: IBAN Swiss Francs CH1900 7880 00050 701412 IBAN US$ CH8900 7880 00050 701413 - Swiss postal account:
12-100651-8
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