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2016	WWSF	Campaign	-	Rural	Women	Rise	and	Claim	Your	Rights	-	Beijing+21	&	SDG+1		
4	October:	Claim	your	right	to	health	and	wellbeing	(cont’d)

	

Useful	Resources	

• Goal	3	of	the	SDGs	
							https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/SDG3	
	
	 WHO	Statistics	2016		
	 http://www.who.int/gho/publications/world_health_statistics/2016/E
	 N_WHS2016_TOC.pdf?ua=1	
	
• Constitution	of	the	World	Health	Organization	

http://www.who.int/governance/eb/who_constitution_en.pdf	
http://www.who.int/gho/publications/world_health_statistics/2016/EN_W
HS2016_TOC.pdf?ua=1	

• Right	to	Sexual	and	Reproductive	Health		ADDED	
(http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=1
7168&LangID=E	

• General	Comment	No.	22	
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?sy
mbolno=E%2fC.12%2fGC%2f22&Lang=en	

• UN	Special	Rapporteur	on	the	right	of	everyone	to	
enjoyment	of	the	highest	attainable	standard	of	physical	and	
mental	health	
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx		

• International	Covenant	on	Economic,	Social,	and	Cultural	
Rights	http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CESCR.aspx		

• Convention	on	the	Elimination	of	All	Forms	of	Discrimination	
against	Women			
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CEDAW.aspx	

	
	

	

	
	

Ideas	for	Action	

• Lobby	your	government	to	provide	rural	women	
equal	access	to	necessary	health	information	
needed	to	live	a	healthy	and	full	life	

• Put	pressure	on	your	local	and	national	officials	to	
fulfill	the	promises	they	made	to	realize	your	right	
to	safe,	clean	water,	adequate	sanitation,	healthy	
occupational	and	environmental	conditions,	and	
access	to	health-related	information	

• Educate	others	on	their	human	right	to	health	and	
let	them	know	that	they	deserve	timely	and	
appropriate	health	care	

• Ensure	that	you	have	the	proper	information	to	
make	your	own	decisions	regarding	your	sexual	and	
reproductive	health		

• Utilize	the	media,	including	social	media,	and	your	
creativity	to	have	your	rights	and	needs	realized	on	
a	national	level	

• Create	care	alliances	to	allow	care	providers	to	
share	knowledge,	skills,	and	resources	on	health	
related	topics	

• Encourage	other	women	to	talk	about	health,	
preventing	unwanted	pregnancies	and	childcare	

• Organize	WALK	THE	TALK	roundtables	in	order	to	
discuss	health	related	issues	concerning	rural	
women	and	to	hold	your	leaders	accountable	

	

	

	

Special	Rapporteur	on	the	right	of	everyone	to	the	enjoyment	of	the	highest	attainable	standard	of	Physical	&	Mental	Health	(2015)	
“The	right	to	health	is	an	inclusive	right,	extending	not	only	to	timely	and	appropriate	health	care,	but	also	to	the	underlying	

determinant	of	health	(…)	and	access	to	health-related	education	and	information.”	
	

Constitution	of	the	World	Health	Organization	(2006)	
“The	enjoyment	of	the	highest	attainable	standard	of	health	is	one	of	the	fundamental	rights	of	every	human	being	without	distinction	

of	race,	religion,	political	belief,	economic	or	social	condition.”	
	

Convention	on	the	Elimination	of	Discrimination	Against	Women	(CEDAW)	(1979)	Article	12.1	
“State	parties	shall	take	all	appropriate	measures	to	eliminate	discrimination	against	women	in	the	field	of	healthcare.”	

	

International	Covenant	on	Economic,	Social,	and	Cultural	Rights	(1966)	
“Health	is	a	fundamental	human	right	indispensable	for	the	exercise	of	other	human	rights.		

Every	human	being	is	entitled	to	the	enjoyment	of	the	highest	attainable	standard	of	health	conducive	to	living	a	life	in	dignity.”	
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2016	WWSF	Campaign	-	Rural	Women	Rise	and	Claim	Your	Rights	-	Beijing+21	&	SDGs+1		
6	October:	Claim	your	right	to	live	in	a	clean	environment	(cont’d)	

	

Useful	Resources	

•  SDGs	7,	12		
							http://www.sustainabledevelopment.un.org	
	
•  Rio	Declaration	on	Environment	and	Development	

http://www.un.org/documents/ga/conf151/aconf15126-1annex1.htm	

•  Beijing	Platform	(Section	K	on	‘Women	and	the	
Environment’)					

					http://www.un.org/esa/gopher-data/conf/fwcw/off/a--20.en	
•  Aarhus	Convention																								

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/aarhus/	

•  UNEP	Human	Rights	and	the	Environment	
http://www.unep.org/delc/Portals/119/JointReportOHCHRandUNEPonHum
anRightsandtheEnvironment.pdf	

•  Johannesburg	Declaration	on	Sustainable	Development	
http://www.un-documents.net/jburgdec.htm	

	

	

Photo	credit:	
https://whatgives365.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/dsc03541.jpg	

	

	
	
	

Ideas	for	Action	
•  Lobby	 governments	 to	ensure	 that	 the	needs	 for	

both	 women	 and	 men	 are	 included	 in	
environmental	policies,	plans	and	budgets	

•  Put	pressure	on	your	local	and	national	officials	to	
consider	 and	 integrate	 rural	 and	 indigenous	
perspectives,	 knowledge	 and	 needs	 in	
environmental	policies	

•  Demand	your	 government	 to	 recognize	 the	 right	
to	a	clean	environment	as	a	 fundamental	human	
right	

•  Provide	 and	disseminate	 information	 to	 educate	
others	about	the	right	to	a	clean	environment		

•  Utilize	the	media,	including	social	media,	and	your	
creativity	 to	 demand	 environmental	 rights	 be	
delivered	 on	 local,	 national,	 and	 international	
levels	

•  Insist	 that	 your	 government	 instill	 and	 observe	
guidelines	prohibiting	pollution	by	corporations	

•  Implement	 local	 programs	 to	 protect	 and	
conserve	natural	resources	

•  Advocate	 to	 your	 government,	 through	 rallies,	
conferences	and	events,	that	you	demand	to	have	
your	rights	realized	for	a	clean	environment	

•  Collect	 and	 use	 women’s	 local	 knowledge	 to	
protect,	sustain	and	manage	biodiversity	

•  Organize	WALK	 THE	 TALK	 roundtables	 to	 discuss	
environmental	hazards	within	your	area	and	how	
to	ensure	a	healthy	and	clean	environment	

	

	

Paris	Agreement	(2015)	
“Noting	the	importance	of	ensuring	the	integrity	of	all	ecosystems,	including	oceans,	and	the	protection	of	biodiversity,	recognized	by	some	

cultures	as	Mother	Earth,	and	noting	the	importance	for	some	of	the	concept	of	‘climate	justice.”	
	

FAO	Environmental	Integrity,	SAFA	(2012)	
“Protecting	the	integrity	of	the	Earth’s	system	is	a	precondition	of	any	development.	Environmental	integrity	consists	of	maintaining	life	

support	systems	essential	for	human	survival	by	minimizing	negative	environmental	impacts	and	fostering	positive	impacts.”	
	

Hague	Declaration	on	the	Environment	(1989)	
“Because	of	the	nature	of	the	dangers	involved,	remedies	to	be	sought	involve	not	only	the	fundamental	duty	to	preserve	the	ecosystem,	but	
also	the	right	to	live	in	dignity	in	a	viable	global	environment,	and	the	consequent	duty	of	the	community	of	nations	vis-à-vis	present	and	

future	generations	to	do	all	that	can	be	done	to	preserve	the	quality	of	the	atmosphere.”	
	

African	Charter	on	Human	and	Peoples	Rights	-	Article	24	(1981)	
“All	people	shall	have	the	right	to	a	general	satisfactory	environment	favorable	to	their	development.”	
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2016	WWSF	Campaign	-	Rural	Women	Rise	and	Claim	Your	Rights	-	Beijing+21	&	SDGs+1		
7	October:	Claim	your	right	to	mitigate	and	adapt	to	climate	change	-	Main	Theme		(cont’d)	

	

Climate	change	poses	a	serious	threat	to	basic	human	rights	such	as	the	access	
to	water,	 food	 security,	 a	 sustainable	 livelihood,	 and	 peace.	 Indeed,	 climate	
change	 presents	 the	 greatest	 burden	 for	 the	world’s	 poor,	 of	which	women	
make	 up	 60%.	 Women	 who	 have	 long	 possessed	 treasured	 sources	 of	
indigenous	knowledge	can	no	longer	rely	on	this	information,	because	climate	
change	will	 continue	 to	 render	patterns	of	weather	more	unpredictable	 and	
the	 availability	 of	 resources	 more	 scant.	 This	 has	 the	 potential	 to	 upset	
agricultural	 practices	 and	 crop	 yields,	 on	 which	 so	 many	 rural	 women	 and	
communities	 depend	 for	 their	 livelihoods.	 In	 turn,	 climate	 change	 creates	
economic,	 social,	 and	 political	 tension,	 which	 can	 lead	 to	 conflict	 and	
disruption	of	the	right	to	peace.	It	is	clear	that	the	right	to	mitigate	and	adapt	

to	the	challenge	of	climate	change	is	pressing.	

The	ideas	of	mitigation	and	adaptation	contain	two	responsibilities:	to	prevent	the	further	degradation	of	the	environment,	
and	 to	 alter	 behaviors	 to	 adjust	 to	 an	 earth	 that	 looks	 and	 operates	 differently	 than	 it	 has	 in	 the	 past.	 This	 will	 include	
adopting	new	sustainable	agricultural	practices,	both	 to	 reduce	 the	 impact	of	agriculture	on	 future	climate	change	and	 to	
ensure	 the	 growth	 of	 crops	 in	 a	 changed	 climate.	 It	 also	 includes	 the	 use	 of	 cleaner	 energy	 sources,	 as	 well	 as	 the	
conservation	of	more	traditional	resources. 	
Yet	 women,	 especially	 rural	 women,	 have	 long	 been	 confronted	 with	 the	 responsibility	 of	 conserving	 and	 managing	
resources,	 since	 they	carry	out	domestic	activities	 that	may	 require	direct	and	 regular	 interaction	with	 the	environment—
activities	 such	as	 fuel	 collection,	 cooking	 food,	and	 fetching	water.	Why	 is	 it	 that	 they	have	been	excluded	 from	decision-
making	processes	in	regards	to	environmental	policy	even	though	they	bring	valuable	knowledge	and	experience	to	the	table	
when	it	comes	to	adapting	to	an	unfamiliar	global	landscape.	

Rural	women,	we	urge	you	to	demand	inclusion	and	the	right	to	participate	in	the	process	of	adaptation	and	mitigation.	We	
stand	now	at	a	crucial	moment	in	time:	on	account	of	climate	change	and	its	rapidly	intensifying	effects,	we,	the	women	of	
the	 world,	 must	 take	 action	 to	 mitigate	 the	 damage	 and	 destruction	 of	 the	 earth,	 and	 adapt	 our	 habits	 of	 production,	
consumption,	and	day-to-day	behavior	to	accommodate	a	new	global	environment.		

	

Definitions	

Climate	Change	

Climate	Change	 refers	 to	a	 change	 in	 the	 typical	or	 average	weather	of	 a	 region	or	 city.	 This	 could	mean	a	 change	 in	 the	
annual	region’s	rainfall,	or	a	change	in	the	average	temperature	of	a	given	month	or	year.	Climate	Change	is	also	a	change	in	
the	earth’s	overall	climate,	in	either	the	average	temperature	or	a	change	in	the	earth’s	typical	precipitation	patterns.1	

Global	Warming	

Global	warming	is	similar	to	climate	change,	yet	refers	to	the	observed	and	projected	increases	in	the	average	temperature	
of	the	Earth’s	atmosphere	and	oceans.	This	means	the	overall	gradual	increase	in	Earth’s	average	temperature	as	opposed	to	
just	a	change.2	

Carbon	Emissions	

Carbon	Emission	refers	to	the	release	of	the	chemical	carbon	dioxide	(CO2)	into	the	Earth’s	atmosphere.	To	talk	about	carbon	
emissions	is	to	talk	about	greenhouse	gases;	the	main	contributors	towards	global	warming	and	climate	change.	3	

	 	

																																																								
1	http://www.nasa.gov/audience/forstudents/5-8/features/nasa-knows/what-is-climate-change-58.html	
2	timeforchange.org/definition-for-global-warming-what-is-global-warming	
3	http://www.ecolife.com/define/carbon-emission.html	
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7	October:	Claim	your	right	to	mitigate	and	adapt	to	climate	change		-	Main	Theme		(cont’d)	

	

Legislation	

The	 2015	 Paris	 Agreement	 is	 the	most	 recent	 global	 agreement	 where	member	 states	 have	 agreed	 to	 cut	 their	 carbon	
emissions	by	a	certain	amount.	So	far,	it	is	the	newest	and	most	detailed	legally	binding	document	holding	states	responsible	
for	their	contributions	towards	climate	change	specifically.		

The	Kyoto	Protocol	 –	11	December	1997:	 	The	Kyoto	Protocol	 is	an	 International	Agreement	 linked	to	 the	United	Nations	
Framework	Convention	on	Climate	Change	(UNFCCC),	which	commits	state	parties	to	an	Internationally	binding	agreement	to	
reduce	 emission	 targets.	 However,	 the	 Kyoto	 protocol	 has	 not	 been	 as	 successful	 in	mobilizing	 states	 to	 live	 up	 to	 their	
commitments.	“The	Parties	 included	 in	Annex	 I	shall	strive	to	 implement	policies	and	measures	under	this	article	 in	such	a	
way	to	minimize	adverse	effects,	including	the	adverse	effects	of	climate	change.”1	

Intergovernmental	 Panel	 on	 Climate	 Change	 1988:	 Otherwise	 known	 as	 the	 IPCC,	 was	 established	 by	 the	 World	
Meteorological	Association	and	the	United	Nations	Environment	Program	to	bring	together	a	panel	of	
experts	that	could	help	contribute	significant	research	on	climate	change	and	its	related	issues.		

The	Montreal	Protocol	on	Substances	that	Deplete	the	Ozone	Layer	–	16	September	1987:		refers	to	
an	adopted	protocol	that	sets	out	the	framework,	control	and	definitions	for	substances	that	deplete	
the	ozone	layer	(the	layer	around	our	Earth’s	atmosphere).			

Sustainable	 Development	 Agenda	 Goal	 13	 –	 September	 2015	 	 	 refers	 to	 taking	 “urgent	 action	 to	
combat	climate	change	and	its	impacts.”	

	

	

Selected	Facts	and	Figures		
		

•  Women	farmers	currently	account	for	45-80%	of	all	food	production	in	developing	countries	depending	on	the	region.2	
•  About	two-thirds	of	 the	female	 labor	 force	 in	developing	countries,	and	more	than	90%	in	many	African	countries,	are	engaged	 in	

agricultural	work.3	
•  Over	4	million	people	die	prematurely	from	illness	attributable	to	the	household	air	pollution	from	cooking	with	solid	fuels.4	
•  More	than	3	billion	people	rely	on	open	fires	and	traditional	cooking	stoves	utilizing	biofuels.5	
•  A	prospective	study	in	Morocco	points	to	gradually	increasing	aridity	due	to	reduced	rainfall	and	higher	temperatures,	with	negative	

effects	on	agricultural	yields,	especially	from	2030	onwards.6	
•  Between	2030	and	2050,	climate	change	is	expected	to	cause	approximately	250,000	additional	deaths	per	year,	from	malnutrition,	

malaria,	diarrhea,	and	heat	stress.7	
•  In	2013,	country	members	of	the	DAC	(development	assistance	committee)	reported	that	3%	of	aid	to	climate	change	should	focus	

on	gender	equality	 as	 a	principal	 objective,	with	26%	of	 these	 countries	offering	 to	 target	 gender	equality	 in	 climate	 change	as	 a	
secondary	issue.8	

•  Women	are	more	likely	to	die	during	natural	disasters	than	men.	A	study	by	the	London	School	of	Economics	of	141	disasters	showed	
decisively	that	a	higher	death	rate	for	women	is	directly	linked	to	their	lack	of	rights.9	

• Global	emissions	of	carbon	dioxide	(CO2)	have	increased	by	almost	50	per	cent	since	1990.10		
	 	

																																																								
1	unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/kpeng.pdf	
2	http://www.un.org/womenwatch/feature/climate_change/downloads/Women_and_Climate_Change_Factsheet.pdf	
3	http://www.fao.org/docrep/013/i2050e/i2050e.pdf	
4	http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs292/en/	
5	http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs292/en/	
6	http://www.fao.org/docrep/018/i3325e/i3325e.pdf	
7	http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs266/en/	
8	http://www.oecd.org/dac/gender-development/Making-Climate_Finance-Work-for-Women.pdf	
9	http://www.oxfam.ca/our-work/climate-change	
10	http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/climate-change-2/	
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2016	WWSF	Campaign	-	Rural	Women	Rise	and	Claim	Your	Rights	-	Beijing+21	&	SDGs+1		
	Additional	Resources		

	
“Rural	women	are	active	agents	of	economic	and	social	change	and	environmental	protection	who	are,	 in	many	ways	and	to	
various	degrees,	constrained	 in	their	roles	as	 farmers,	producers,	 investors,	caregivers	and	consumers.	They	play	crucial	 roles	
ensuring	 food	and	nutrition	 security,	 eradicating	 rural	poverty	and	 improving	 the	well-being	of	 their	 families	 yet	 continue	 to	
face	 serious	 challenges	 as	 a	 result	 of	 gender-based	 stereotypes	 and	 discrimination	 that	 deny	 them	 equitable	 access	 to	
opportunities,	resources,	assets	and	services.”	
	
2016	
Publications	
• FAO.	International	year	of	Pulses		-		http://www.fao.org/pulses-2016/resources/fao-publications/en/	
• FAO.	A	Journey	through	all	regions	of	the	planet	and	recipes	from	some	of	the	most	prestigious	chefs	in	the	world	-	2016	
• IFAD.	https://www.ifad.org/pub/overview	
• CEDAW. 2016. General Recommendation No.34 on the Rights of Rural Women 

http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CEDAW/Shared%20Documents/1_Global/INT_CEDAW_GEC_7933_E.pdf	
• SDGS. 2016. Sustainable Development Goals  -  https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs	
• UN Special Rapporteur on torture. 2016. Torture of Women and Girls Report 2016  
 
2015-2000	
• UNCTAD. 2015. World’s Poorest Nations Battle Rising Rural Poverty – Rural Women  
• IFAD. 2015 Beijing+20: IFAD’s work to empower rural women 
• IFAD. http://www.ifad.org/gender/pub 
• IFAD. International Land coalition (ILC) focus on women’s land rights  
• IFAD. 2015. The Gender Advantage: women on the front line of climate change  
• IFAD. 2010-2013. Rural Women’s Leadership Program – Madagascar, Nepal, the Philippines and Senegal: Good practices and lessons learnt 
• IFAD. 2012. Gender equality and women's empowerment 
• IFAD. 2012. Transforming agricultural development and production in Africa – closing gender gaps and empowering rural women in policy and practice 
• FAO. 2012. Passport to mainstreaming gender in water programmes 
• FAO. 2011. Mainstreaming gender into project cycle management in the fisheries sector: A field manual 
• FAO. 2011. Notes on livestock, food security and gender equity 
• FAO. 2011. Social Analysis for Agriculture and Rural Investment Projects 
• FAO. 2011. Training guide: Gender and climate change research in agriculture and food security for rural development 
• UNCTAD. 2011. Gender Equality & Trade Policy 
• UNCTAD. 2011. Who is benefiting from trade liberalization in Bhutan? A gender perspective 
• UNDP. 2011. Leading Resilient Development: Grassroots Women's Priorities, Practices and Innovations 
• FAO. 2010. Does gender make a difference in dealing with climate shifts? 
• FAO. 2010. Farmers in a changing climate: Does gender matter? 
• FAO. 2010. Gender and Land Rights: Understanding Complexities; Adjusting Policies 
• FAO 2010-2011. FAO at work 2010-2011: Women key to food security 
• FAO. 2010-2011. The State of Food and Agriculture (SOFA). Women in agriculture: Closing the gender gap for development 
• FAO. 2010. UN Joint Programmes: Integrating gender issues in food security, agriculture and rural development 
• FAO. IFAD. ILO. 2010. Gender dimensions of agricultural and rural employment: Differentiated pathways out of poverty. Status, trends and gaps 
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2016	WWSF	Campaign	-	Rural	Women	Rise	and	Claim	Your	Rights	-	Beijing+21	&	SDGs+1		
Selected	World	Days	to	use	for	advocacy	work	

“Human	rights	matter	because	they	are	dependent	on	only	one	thing:	being	human.”	
	

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/HRDay2015/Pages/HRD2015.aspx	
	

	
	

Every	day	is	Human	Rights	Day.		“…With	three	billion	people	living	on	less	than	$	2.50	a	day,	it’s	clear	that	they	haven’t	got	the	same	rights	
that	should	apply	to	everyone.		By	becoming	more	aware	of	our	universal	rights,	we	can	tackle	some	of	our	greatest	challenges…”.	
	says	Sir	Richard	Branson,	who	is	supporting	Barefoot	Against	Poverty	to	mark	International	Human	Rights	Day	on	10	December.	

	
• 06	February	–	International	Day	of	Zero	Tolerance	of	FGM	

• 10	February	–	Safer	Internet	Day	

• 13	February	–	World	Radio	Day:	Women	&	Radio	

• 8	March	-	International	Women’s	Day	

• 22	March	–	World	Earth	Day	

• 10	May	–	Mother’s	Day	

• 16	May	–	Global	Day	of	Citizen	Action	

• 21	May	–	World	Day	for	Cultural	Diversity	for	Dialogue	and	Development	

• 19	June	–	International	Day	for	the	Elimination	of	Sexual	Violence	in	Conflict	

• 26	June–	International	Day	against	Drug	Abuse	and	Illicit	Trafficking	

• 30	July–	World	Day	against	Trafficking	in	Persons	

• 12	August–	International	Youth	Day	

• 8	September	–	International	Literacy	Day	

• 21	September	–	International	Day	of	Peace	

• 02	October	–	International	Day	of	Non-Violence	

• 11	October	–	International	Day	of	the	Girl	Child	

• 15	October	–	International	Day	of	Rural	Women	(Day	to	celebrate	Rural	Women	and	their	communities)	

• 16	October	–	World	Food	Day	(Day	to	celebrate	Women	food	producers)	

• 17	October	–	International	Day	for	the	Eradication	of	Poverty	(Day	to	make	ending	extreme	poverty	a	priority)	

• 18	October	–	European	Anti-Trafficking	Day	

• 24	October	–	UN	Day	

• 25	November	–	International	Day	for	the	Elimination	of	Violence	Against	Women	

• 01	December	–	World	AIDS	Day	

• 03	December	–	International	Day	of	Persons	with	Disabilities	

• 10	December	–	Human	Rights	Day	

• 12	December	–	World	Health	Coverage	Day	

• 20	December–	International	Human	Solidarity	Day	
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2016	WWSF	Campaign	-	Rural	Women	Rise	and	Claim	Your	Rights	-	Beijing+21	&	SDGs+1		
Selected	videos	to	support	campaign	activities

CEDAW		
-		CEDAW	–	A	Superhero	for	Women	in	Scotland		
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uP3d4DOoqLo	
Relevant	Themes:	Violence	against	Women	(12	Oct)	
	
-	Principle	of	Non	Discrimination—CEDAW		
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OBdDB5PKrmk	
Relevant	themes:	All	
	
-	Principle	of	State	Obligation—CEDAW	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FKYM7g_gFRA	
Relevant	themes:	All	
	
-	Principle	of	Substantive	Equality—CEDAW	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SZR0RJtghyY	
Relevant	themes:	All	
	
UN	Women		
-	Empowering	Women	–	Empowering	Humanity:	Picture	it!—UN	Women												
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dBbWcL87rDURelevant	themes:	All	
	
-	Putting	the	Women’s	Agenda	as	a	Priority—UN	Women	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=co3-Uech1Fc	
	
FAO	
-	Women:	Key	to	Achieving	food	security	in	Cambodia	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kWXKzBOhdbE&spfreload=5	
Relevant	Themes:	Food	(16	Oct);	Development	(1	Oct);	Health	(4	Oct	
Economic	Development,	Credit,	Fair	Pay,	Financial	Autonomy	(8	Oct);		
Decision-making	(11	Oct);	Security	and	Safety	(12	Oct);	Peace	(13	Oct)	
	
-	Safe	Markets	for	Women	Vendors	in	Papua	New	Guinea—UN	Women	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_ZQ3_kziEg	
Relevant	themes:	Economic	Development,	Credit,	Fair	Pay,	Financial	Autonomy	
(8	Oct	(Security	and	Safety	(12	Oct),	Peace	(13	Oct)	
	
IFAD		
-	In	particular	Papua:	Woman	Power		
Nepal:	Sunita	Weaves		
Burkina	Faso:	Waiting	for	the	rain		
Gambia:	The	Chief	
Burundi:	Justice	for	Maura		
Madagascar:	Abeline’s	field	of	gold		/	Rose’s	new	job		/	Dream	Weaver		/	Teatime	with	Bernadette	/
Faustina’s	Fortune	/	Howa’s	Chance:	Three	Sisters			
http//www.ifad.org/media/	
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2016	WWSF	Campaign	-	Rural	Women	Rise	and	Claim	Your	Rights	-	Beijing+21	&	SDGs+1		
Selected	Relevant	Themes		(cont’d.)		

Housing	
Relevant	themes:	Adequate	Housing	(5	Oct)	
-	Cambodia:	Women	Protecting	Their	Properties	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D23U0wPYy24	
	
Economic	Empowerment	
-		Oxfam	Novib	(Balanced	trees	bear	richer	fruit		
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ZWgm6ZYMUU	
Land	(10	Oct),	Decision-making	(11	Oct),	Celebrate	rural	women	(15	Oct)	
	
-		Empowering	Women	in	Rural	India—BBC		
http://www.bbc.com/news/business-23194487	
Relevant	themes:	Education	(2	Oct);	Economic	Development,	Credit,	Fair	Pay,	Financial	Autonomy	(8	Oct)			
	
Information	and	Communication	technology		
-	Women	and	Media:	Christiane	Amanpour	
http://www.unesco.org/archives/multimedia/?s=films_details&pg=33&id=2978	
(9	Oct);	leadership	(11	Oct);	economic	empowerment	(8	Oct)	
	
Land	
-		My	Community:	Field	or	Famine—WorldFish	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SOm5bVtNjrU	
Relevant	themes:	Education	(2	Oct);	Land	and	Inheritance	(10	Oct)	
	
-	Rural	Women:	Face	the	Facts—WorldFish	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kfQ27Dx3k8Y	
Relevant	themes:	Education	(2	Oct);		Land	and	Inheritance	
(10	Oct.);	Food	(16	Oct.)	
	
Violence	Against	Women		
-	Ted	Talks	–	We	Need	to	Talk	about	Sexual	Violence		
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HPJfBqoNH7Q	
Relevant	Themes:	All		
	
-	Violence	Against	Women—It’s	a	Men’s	Issue	
http://www.ted.com/talks/jackson_katz_violence_against_women_it_s_a_men_s_issue?language=en	
Relevant	themes:	Security	and	Safety	(12	Oct.)	Peace	(13	Oct.)	
	
-	Too	Young	to	Wed:	The	Secret	World	of	Child	Brides	–	tooyoungtowed.org	
http://tooyoungtowed.org/	-	/videos	
Relevant	Themes:	Security	and	Safety	(12	Oct);	Peace	(13	Oct);	education	(2	Oct);	Health	and	well	being	(4	Oct)	
	
Food	
-	Rethink	World	Hunger	–	thp	
http://www.thp.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Rethink-World-Hunger_FINAL.mp4	
Relevant	Themes:	Food	(16	Oct);	Development	(1	Oct);	Rural	Women	(15	Oct)	

	
Poverty	
-	The	Clock	is	Ticking	–	The	girl	Effect	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1e8xgF0JtVg	
Relevant	Themes:	All
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Selected	Excerpts	of	Messages	in	support	of	WWSF	initiatives	
1997	-	Hon.	Gertrude	Mongella,	SG	of	the	Fourth	UN	International	Women’s	Conference,	Beijing	1995	

Dear	Elly,	Your	work	with	WWSF	is	recognized	worldwide.	 	You	have	worked	tirelessly	for	the	advancement	of	women	in	different	regions	
promoting	and	rewarding	successful	initiatives	of	women	particularly	in	community	based	rural	areas...”	

	

1997	-	UNESCO	
“…	The	Director	of	the	UNESCO	Women	and	Culture	of	Peace	Program,	Ms.	Ingeborg	Breines,	would	like	to	congratulate	the	Women’s	World	
Summit	Foundation	for	organizing	the	eventful	celebrations	to	mark	the	World	Rural	Women’s	Day	on	15	October…”	

	

1997	–	President	of	the	United	States	of	America,	Bill	Clinton	
“…	Our	world	has	been	continually	uplifted	and	renewed	by	the	contributions	of	women	of	courage	and	conscience,	women	of	strength	and	
compassion,	women	of	vision	and	talent	have	enriched	every	aspect	of	international	society.	(…)	I,	William	J.	Clinton,	President	of	the	United	
States	of	America,	by	virtue	of	the	authority	vested	in	me	by	the	Constitution	and	laws	of	the	United	States,	do	hereby	proclaim	October	15,	
1997,	as	International	Rural	Women’s	Day	in	the	United	States…Hillary	joins	me	in	extending	best	wishes	to	all.”	

	

1998	–	Former	High	Commissioner	for	Human	Rights	–	Mary	Robinson	
”…	I	am	grateful	to	you	for	having	dedicated	this	Rural	Women’s	Day	to	the	50th	Anniversary,	and	to	human	rights	at	large.		It	highlights	the	
importance	of	the	Declaration	for	rural	women	and	manifests	its	universal	nature…		I	offer	you	my	best	wishes	for	productive	and	rewarding	
results	of	your	meeting	and	wish	you	happiness	and	satisfaction…”	

	

1998	–	M.	Robert	Kramer,	Minister	of	Agriculture	and	the	Environment	of	the	Geneva	State	Council	
“…	Au	nom	du	Conseil	 d’Etat	 de	 la	Républiqe	 et	 Canton	de	Genève,	 je	 tiens	 tout	d’abord	 à	 vous	 saluer	 et	 à	 vous	dire	 à	quel	 point	 nous	
sommes	honorés	que	vous	ayez	choisi	Genève	pour	distribuer	ce	prix	qui	distingue	chaque	année	un	certain	nombre	de	femmes	pour	leurs	
actions	en	milieu	rural.	Je	tiens	à	vous	dire	que	nous	sommes	honoré	par	votre	présence	et	que	nous	nous	sentons	modestes	lorsque	nous	
voyons	ce	que	les	lauréates	qui	sont	distinguées	aujourd’hui	ont	accompli…”	

	

1998	–	Angela	E.V.	King,	Assistant	UN	SG-Special	Adviser	on	Gender	Issues	&	Advancement	of	Women	
	“…	The	celebration	of	World	Rural	Women’s	Day	–	15	October	provides	an	opportunity	to	honor	women	who	have	contributed	to	the	spirit	
of	the	Beijing	Platform	for	Action	and	to	remind	the	world	how	much	we	owe	to	rural	women	and	to	give	credit	and	value	to	their	work.		I	
hope	it	will	proclaim	the	essential	message	to	the	need	for	immediate	and	determined	actions	for	the	advancement	of	rural	women	…”	

	

1998	and	2000	-	Dr.	Nafis	Sadik,	former	Executive	Director	United	Nations	Population	Fund	
“…	I	wish	to	extend	my	congratulations	to	the	Women’s	World	Summit	Foundation	on	organizing	the	World	Rural	Women’s	Day.	Such	a	day	
is	an	important	opportunity	to	recognize	the	contributions	that	rural	women	make	to	the	welfare	of	their	families….	On	behalf	UNFPA,	and	
on	my	own	behalf,	I	would	like	to	convey	my	best	wishes	to	all	the	participants	who	have	come	to	Geneva	to	celebrate	this	day…	This	is	a	
first	necessary	step	on	the	way	to	empowering	women.”	
“…	Keep	up	 the	good	work!	Advance	 the	dignity	of	women.	Help	 them	to	achieve	 their	goals!	We	applaud	you,	and	 in	our	own	way,	we	
support	every	single	woman,	wherever	she	lives,	however	she	is	managing	to	improve	lives	of	those	around	her…”	

	

2002	–	Letter	from	James	T.	Morris,	former	Director,	World	Food	Program		
“…Thank	you	for	your	continued	collaboration	in	addressing	and	meeting	the	needs	of	hungry	poor	people…”.	Let	me	take	this	opportunity	to	
congratulate	the	prize	winners	and	express	my	appreciation	for	their	achievements	in	favor	of	rural	women…”	
	

2002	–	Statement	by	the	Director-General	of	the	United	Nations	Office	at	Geneva,	Mr.	Vladimir	Petrovsky,	at	the	opening	of	the	WWSF		 								
Exhibition	 “Vision	 de	 Femmes”	 “…	 It	 is	 a	 great	 pleasure	 to	welcome	 you	 all	 to	 the	 Palais	 des	Nations	 for	 the	 opening	 of	 this	 exhibition	
honoring	the	recipients	of	the	Women’s	World	Summit	Foundation’s	Prize	for	Women’s	creativity	in	rural	life	and	celebrating	the	vision	and	
talent	of	women	in	rural	areas	in	developing	countries…		The	empowerment	of	women	is	a	means	of	empowering	whole	nations...”	

	

2003	–	Graca	Machel	-	Fundacao	Para		Desenvolvimento	Da	Comunidade			
“I	 salute	 you	 today,	 the	 15	 October	 2003,	 World	 Rural	 Women’s	 Day,	 which	 is	 being	 celebrated	 world	 wide.	 I	 would	 like	 to	 take	 this	
opportunity	to	recognize	the	important	efforts	made	by	the	Women’s	World	Summit	Foundation	(WWSF)	to	galvanize	the	commemoration	
of	this	day	globally.	The	use	of	the	annual	Open	Letter	to	Rural	Women	of	the	world	is	an	important	instrument	to	educate	the	community	at	
large	 and	 remind	 rural	women	of	 their	 rights.	 	 I	 commend	 the	Prize	 awarded	 for	women’s	 creativity	 in	 rural	 life,	 awarded	 since	1994	 to	
creative	and	courageous	community	 leaders	who	take	on	education	and	training	of	thousands	of	rural	women	who	are	the	actors	of	 local	
and	national	development	and	food	production.	Rural	women	need	to	become	visible	and	reckoned	with	if	governments	want	to	eradicate	
poverty	since	70%	of	the	poor	live	in	rural	communities…”.	

	

2003	–	Thoraya	Ahmed	Obaid,	former	Executive	Director	of	UNFPA	–	United	Nations	Population	Fund			
“…	UNFPA	salutes	the	past	and	present	prizewinners	for	women’s	creativity	in	rural	life.		Working	together	we	can	build	a	world	where	the	
creativity	and	diversity	of	humankind	are	celebrated,	and	the	human	rights	of	women	and	children	are	fully	respected…”	

	

2003	–	Bertrand	G.	Ramcharan,	former	Acting	UN	High	Commissioner	for	Human	Rights	–	Palais	Wilson,	Geneva	
“…	The	empowerment	of	women	requires	that	we	give	priority	to	the	obligation	Governments	have	accepted	to	guarantee	to	all	full	access	
to	education,	as	education	is	not	only	a	right	in	itself,	but	an	indispensable	means	of	realizing	all	other	human	rights…”	
	

2011	–	Michelle	Bachelet,	former	CEO	of	UN	Women	“…	I	congratulate	the	Women’s	World	Summit	Foundation	on	your	20th	anniversary	as	you	
celebrate	women’s	creativity	in	rural	life.	…	There	is	no	limit	to	what	women	can	accomplish	when	we	set	our	minds	to	it.	And	the	women	
honored	tonight	are	a	case	in	point,	and	they	are	an	inspiration	to	all	of	us…”		

2015	–	Message	from	IFAD	
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Useful	publications	by	CETIM	

	
	 	 	 	 	 	 								http://www.cetim.ch/blog/en	

	

The	 Human	 Right	 Program	 of	 the	 CETIM	 is	 dedicated	 to	 the	 defense	 and	 promotion	 of	 all	 human	 rights,	 a	
commitment	 based	 on	 the	 principle	 that	 human	 rights	 are	 totally	 inseparable	 and	 indivisible.	 	 Within	 that	
commitment,	 however,	 the	 CETIM	 has	 a	 particular	 focus	 on	 economic	 social	 and	 cultural	 rights	 and	 the	 right	 to	
development,	still	much	neglected	in	our	times,	even	if	not	denied	completely.		Its	objective	includes	combating	the	
impunity	 accompanying	 the	 numerous	 violations	 of	 these	 rights	 and	 helping	 the	 communities,	 social	 groups	 and	
movements	victimized	by	these	violations	to	be	heard	and	to	obtain	redress.	
	

Through	this	series	of	 informational	brochures,	 the	CETIM	hopes	to	provide	a	better	knowledge	of	 the	documents	
(conventions	treaties,	declarations,	etc.)	and	existing	official	instruments	to	all	those	engaged	in	the	struggle	for	the	
advancement	of	human	rights.	
	
Already	published	in	the	CETIM	Series:	
	

• The	Right	to	Food	(2005)	
• Transnational	Corporations	and	Human	Rights	(2005)	
• The	case	for	a	Protocol	to	the	ICESCR)	(2005)	
• The	Right	to	Health	(2006)	
• Internally	Displaced	Persons	(2007)	
• The	Right	to	Development	(2007)	
• The	Right	to	Housing	(2007)	
• Debt	and	Human	Rights	(2007)	
• War	on	Terrorism	and	respect	for	Human	Rights	(2007)	
• The	Right	to	Work	(2008)	
• The	Right	to	Education	(2009)	
• The	Right	of	Peoples	to	Self-Determination	(2010)	
• The	Right	to	Non-Discrimination	(2011)	
• The	Right	to	Social	Security	(2012)	
• Cultural	Rights	(2013	
• The	Right	to	Land	(2014)	
• Le	commerce,	c’est	la	guerre	(2015)	

	
WWSF	Disclaimer	

	
WWSF	encourages	the	use	and	dissemination	of	materials	contained	in	the	17	Days	Empowerment	Kit.	Except,	where	otherwise	
indicated,	material	may	be	copied,	downloaded	and	printed	 for	active,	 registered	coalition	member	organizations’	 study	use,	
research	and	teaching	purposes,	or	 for	 the	use	of	non-commercial	services,	provided	that	appropriate	acknowledgement	and	
the	WWSF	 logos	as	 convener	of	 the	17	Days	Campaign	and	copyright	holder	 is	 given	and	 that	WWSF	endorsement	of	users’	
views,	production	of	materials	or	services	is	not	implied	in	any	way.	WWSF	cannot	be	held	financially	or	morally	responsible	for	
any	loss	or	damage	occurring	during	local	and/or	national	17	Days	Campaign	events	and	initiatives.		We	thank	you	for	your	kind	
understanding	and	compliance	with	the	WWSF	Disclaimer.	
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										Attention	to	all	registered	Coalition	Members:	
	We	thank	you	in	advance	for	sending	us	a	brief	report	of	your	2016	activities	for	the	17	Days	Campaign.	

	
Guidelines		

	
We	thank	all	registered	coalition	members	 in	advance	for	sending	WWSF	a	brief	activity	report	of	your	participation	 in	the	17	
Days	Campaign	1-17	October.	WWSF	will	select	and	publish	excerpts	from	your	reports	on	its	website	and	promote	activities	at	
United	Nations	events	and	lobby	UN	member	states	to	comply	with	promises	made	to	rural	women	of	the	world.	

In	order	to	 learn	more	about	the	activities	of	coalition	member	organizations,	and	to	share	the	impact	of	your	advocacy	work	
Beijing+21	and	activities,	WWSF	kindly	asks	that	each	registered	organization	submits	an	Activity	Report	to	be	sent	via	email	to	
webmaster@woman.ch.		

WWSF	will	 include	a	summary	of	your	activities	 in	the	17	Days	Global	 Impact	Report	2016	and	publish	 it	online	together	with	
selected	photos,	videos,	and	press	releases	from	your	events.	These	materials	may	also	be	shared	via	other	outlets	to	increase	
awareness	 of	 your	 local	 and	 national	 campaigns	 for	 the	 advancement	 of	 rural	women’s	 rights	 to	 equality,	 development	 and	
peace.	

	

Please	be	sure	to	address	the	following	points	in	your	report	

• Name	of	organization	(and	acronym),	city	and	country,	telephone	number,	email	address,	website	(if	applicable)	

• What	theme(s)	you	selected	(amongst	the	17	campaign	themes),	and	the	relevance	of	the	chosen	theme(s)	in	your	
community	

• What	type	of	activities	you	organized	(i.e.	social	media	campaigns,	press	conferences,	lobby	sessions	with	your	local	
and/or	national	government	officials,	seminars,	awareness-raising	sessions,	public	conferences/events,	film	screenings,	
press	conferences,	etc.)	

• Description	of	activities	(max.	2	pages)	with	photographs	or	videos	of	your	transformative	program	providing	highlights,	
including	youth	participation	

• What	17	Days	campaign	materials	from	the	Kit	were	used	and	disseminated,	and	how	was	your	event	advertised	

• The	estimated	number	of	people	reached	by	your	activities,	including	the	media,	radio,	TV,	and	government	officials,	
etc.	

• Collaboration/participation	with	other	civil	society	organizations,	NGOs,	youth	clubs,	schools,	UN	agencies,	business	
partners,	government	officials,	media,	etc.	

• The	impact	of	your	activities	in	your	community	towards	empowering	rural	women		

• Plus	any	additional	information	you	may	wish	to	include	in	your	2016	activity	report	

	

We	look	forward	to	hearing	from	you	and	thank	you	for	your	kind	cooperation.		WWSF	Campaign	Team	
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Annexe	1:	Universal	Declaration	of	Human	Rights	(1948)	
"Everyone	is	entitled	to	all	the	rights	and	freedoms	set	forth	in	this	Declaration,	without	distinction	of	any	kind,	such	as	race,	color,	sex,	

language,	religion,	political	or	other	opinion,	national	or	social	origin,	property,	birth	or	other	status."	
	

PREAMBLE	
Whereas	recognition	of	the	inherent	dignity	and	of	the	equal	and	inalienable	rights	of	all	members	of	the	human	family	is	the	foundation	of	freedom,	justice	

and	peace	in	the	world,	
Whereas	disregard	and	contempt	for	human	rights	have	resulted	 in	barbarous	acts,	which	have	outraged	the	conscience	of	mankind,	and	the	advent	of	a	

world	in	which	human	beings	shall	enjoy	freedom	of	speech	and	belief	and	freedom	from	fear	and	want	has	been	proclaimed	as	the	highest	
aspiration	of	the	common	people,	

Whereas	it	is	essential,	if	man	is	not	to	be	compelled	to	have	recourse,	as	a	last	resort,	to	rebellion	against	tyranny	and	oppression,	that	human	rights	should	
be	protected	by	the	rule	of	law,	

Whereas	it	is	essential	to	promote	the	development	of	friendly	relations	between	nations,	
Whereas	the	peoples	of	the	United	Nations	have	in	the	Charter	reaffirmed	their	faith	in	fundamental	human	rights,	in	the	dignity	and	worth	of	the	human	

person	 and	 in	 the	 equal	 rights	 of	men	 and	women	 and	 have	 determined	 to	 promote	 social	 progress	 and	 better	 standards	 of	 life	 in	 larger	
freedom,	

Whereas	 Member	 States	 have	 pledged	 themselves	 to	 achieve,	 in	 co-operation	 with	 the	 United	 Nations,	 the	 promotion	 of	 universal	 respect	 for	 and	
observance	of	human	rights	and	fundamental	freedoms,	

Whereas	a	common	understanding	of	these	rights	and	freedoms	is	of	the	greatest	importance	for	the	full	realization	of	this	pledge,	
Now,	Therefore	THE	GENERAL	ASSEMBLY	proclaims	THIS	UNIVERSAL	DECLARATION	OF	HUMAN	RIGHTS	as	a	common	standard	of	achievement	for	all	peoples	

and	all	nations,	to	the	end	that	every	individual	and	every	organ	of	society,	keeping	this	Declaration	constantly	in	mind,	shall	strive	by	teaching	
and	 education	 to	 promote	 respect	 for	 these	 rights	 and	 freedoms	 and	 by	 progressive	measures,	 national	 and	 international,	 to	 secure	 their	
universal	 and	 effective	 recognition	 and	 observance,	 both	 among	 the	 peoples	 of	 Member	 States	 themselves	 and	 among	 the	 peoples	 of	
territories	under	their	jurisdiction.	

Article	1.	
All	human	beings	are	born	free	and	equal	in	dignity	and	rights.	They	are	endowed	with	reason	and	conscience	and	should	act	towards	one	another	in	a	spirit	

of	brotherhood.	
Article	2.	
Everyone	is	entitled	to	all	the	rights	and	freedoms	set	forth	in	this	Declaration,	without	distinction	of	any	kind,	such	as	race,	color,	sex,	 language,	religion,	

political	or	other	opinion,	national	or	social	origin,	property,	birth	or	other	status.	Furthermore,	no	distinction	shall	be	made	on	the	basis	of	the	
political,	jurisdictional	or	international	status	of	the	country	or	territory	to	which	a	person	belongs,	whether	it	be	independent,	trust,	non-self-
governing	or	under	any	other	limitation	of	sovereignty.	

Article	3.	
Everyone	has	the	right	to	life,	liberty	and	security	of	person.	
Article	4.	
No	one	shall	be	held	in	slavery	or	servitude;	slavery	and	the	slave	trade	shall	be	prohibited	in	all	their	forms.	
Article	5.	
No	one	shall	be	subjected	to	torture	or	to	cruel,	inhuman	or	degrading	treatment	or	punishment.	
Article	6.	
Everyone	has	the	right	to	recognition	everywhere	as	a	person	before	the	law.	
Article	7.	
All	 are	 equal	 before	 the	 law	 and	 are	 entitled	without	 any	 discrimination	 to	 equal	 protection	 of	 the	 law.	 All	 are	 entitled	 to	 equal	 protection	 against	 any	

discrimination	in	violation	of	this	Declaration	and	against	any	incitement	to	such	discrimination.	
Article	8.	
Everyone	has	the	right	to	an	effective	remedy	by	the	competent	national	tribunals	for	acts	violating	the	fundamental	rights	granted	him	by	the	constitution	

or	by	law.	
Article	9.	
No	one	shall	be	subjected	to	arbitrary	arrest,	detention	or	exile.	
Article	10.	
Everyone	is	entitled	in	full	equality	to	a	fair	and	public	hearing	by	an	independent	and	impartial	tribunal,	in	the	determination	of	his	rights	and	obligations	

and	of	any	criminal	charge	against	him.	
Article	11.	
(1)	Everyone	charged	with	a	penal	offence	has	the	right	to	be	presumed	innocent	until	proved	guilty	according	to	law	in	a	public	trial	at	which	he	has	had	all	

the	guarantees	necessary	for	his	defense.	
(2)	 No	 one	 shall	 be	 held	 guilty	 of	 any	 penal	 offence	 on	 account	 of	 any	 act	 or	 omission,	 which	 did	 not	 constitute	 a	 penal	 offence,	 under	 national	 or	

international	law,	at	the	time	when	it	was	committed.	Nor	shall	a	heavier	penalty	be	imposed	than	the	one	that	was	applicable	at	the	time	the	
penal	offence	was	committed.	

Article	12.	
No	one	shall	be	subjected	to	arbitrary	interference	with	his	privacy,	family,	home	or	correspondence,	nor	to	attacks	upon	his	honor	and	reputation.	Everyone	

has	the	right	to	the	protection	of	the	law	against	such	interference	or	attacks.	
Article	13.	
(1)	Everyone	has	the	right	to	freedom	of	movement	and	residence	within	the	borders	of	each	state.	
(2)	Everyone	has	the	right	to	leave	any	country,	including	his	own,	and	to	return	to	his	country.	
Article	14.	
(1)	Everyone	has	the	right	to	seek	and	to	enjoy	in	other	countries	asylum	from	persecution.	
(2)	This	right	may	not	be	invoked	in	the	case	of	prosecutions	genuinely	arising	from	non-political	crimes	or	from	acts	contrary	to	the	purposes	and	principles	

of	the	United	Nations.	
Article	15.	
(1)	Everyone	has	the	right	to	a	nationality.	
(2)	No	one	shall	be	arbitrarily	deprived	of	his	nationality	nor	denied	the	right	to	change	his	nationality.	
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Article	16.	
(1)	Men	and	women	of	full	age,	without	any	limitation	due	to	race,	nationality	or	religion,	have	the	right	to	marry	and	to	found	a	family.	They	are	entitled	to	

equal	rights	as	to	marriage,	during	marriage	and	at	its	dissolution.	
(2)	Marriage	shall	be	entered	into	only	with	the	free	and	full	consent	of	the	intending	spouses.	
(3)	The	family	is	the	natural	and	fundamental	group	unit	of	society	and	is	entitled	to	protection	by	society	and	the	State.	
Article	17.	
(1)	Everyone	has	the	right	to	own	property	alone	as	well	as	in	association	with	others.	
(2)	No	one	shall	be	arbitrarily	deprived	of	his	property.	
Article	18.	
Everyone	has	the	right	to	freedom	of	thought,	conscience	and	religion;	this	right	includes	freedom	to	change	his	religion	or	belief,	and	freedom,	either	alone	

or	in	community	with	others	and	in	public	or	private,	to	manifest	his	religion	or	belief	in	teaching,	practice,	worship	and	observance.	
Article	19.	
Everyone	has	 the	 right	 to	 freedom	of	opinion	and	expression;	 this	 right	 includes	 freedom	to	hold	opinions	without	 interference	and	 to	 seek,	 receive	and	

impart	information	and	ideas	through	any	media	and	regardless	of	frontiers.	
Article	20.	
(1)	Everyone	has	the	right	to	freedom	of	peaceful	assembly	and	association.	
(2)	No	one	may	be	compelled	to	belong	to	an	association.	
Article	21.	
(1)	Everyone	has	the	right	to	take	part	in	the	government	of	his	country,	directly	or	through	freely	chosen	representatives.	
(2)	Everyone	has	the	right	of	equal	access	to	public	service	in	his	country.	
(3)	The	will	of	the	people	shall	be	the	basis	of	the	authority	of	government;	this	will	shall	be	expressed	in	periodic	and	genuine	elections	which	shall	be	by	

universal	and	equal	suffrage	and	shall	be	held	by	secret	vote	or	by	equivalent	free	voting	procedures.	
Article	22.	
Everyone,	as	a	member	of	society,	has	the	right	to	social	security	and	is	entitled	to	realization,	through	national	effort	and	international	co-operation	and	in	

accordance	with	the	organization	and	resources	of	each	State,	of	the	economic,	social	and	cultural	rights	indispensable	for	his	dignity	and	the	
free	development	of	his	personality.	

Article	23.	
(1)	Everyone	has	the	right	to	work,	to	free	choice	of	employment,	to	just	and	favorable	conditions	of	work	and	to	protection	against	unemployment.	
(2)	Everyone,	without	any	discrimination,	has	the	right	to	equal	pay	for	equal	work.	
(3)	 Everyone	who	works	has	 the	 right	 to	 just	 and	 favorable	 remuneration	ensuring	 for	himself	 and	his	 family	 an	existence	worthy	of	human	dignity,	 and	

supplemented,	if	necessary,	by	other	means	of	social	protection.	
(4)	Everyone	has	the	right	to	form	and	to	join	trade	unions	for	the	protection	of	his	interests.	
Article	24.	
Everyone	has	the	right	to	rest	and	leisure,	including	reasonable	limitation	of	working	hours	and	periodic	holidays	with	pay.	
Article	25.	
(1)	Everyone	has	the	right	to	a	standard	of	living	adequate	for	the	health	and	well-being	of	himself	and	of	his	family,	 including	food,	clothing,	housing	and	

medical	care	and	necessary	social	services,	and	the	right	to	security	in	the	event	of	unemployment,	sickness,	disability,	widowhood,	old	age	or	
other	lack	of	livelihood	in	circumstances	beyond	his	control.	

(2)	Motherhood	 and	 childhood	 are	 entitled	 to	 special	 care	 and	 assistance.	 All	 children,	 whether	 born	 in	 or	 out	 of	 wedlock,	 shall	 enjoy	 the	 same	 social	
protection.	

Article	26.	
(1)	 Everyone	 has	 the	 right	 to	 education.	 Education	 shall	 be	 free,	 at	 least	 in	 the	 elementary	 and	 fundamental	 stages.	 Elementary	 education	 shall	 be	

compulsory.	Technical	and	professional	education	shall	be	made	generally	available	and	higher	education	shall	be	equally	accessible	to	all	on	
the	basis	of	merit.	

(2)	 Education	 shall	 be	directed	 to	 the	 full	 development	of	 the	human	personality	 and	 to	 the	 strengthening	of	 respect	 for	human	 rights	and	 fundamental	
freedoms.	It	shall	promote	understanding,	tolerance	and	friendship	among	all	nations,	racial	or	religious	groups,	and	shall	further	the	activities	
of	the	United	Nations	for	the	maintenance	of	peace.	

(3)	Parents	have	a	prior	right	to	choose	the	kind	of	education	that	shall	be	given	to	their	children.	
Article	27.	
(1)	Everyone	has	the	right	freely	to	participate	in	the	cultural	life	of	the	community,	to	enjoy	the	arts	and	to	share	in	scientific	advancement	and	its	benefits.	
(2)	Everyone	has	the	right	to	the	protection	of	the	moral	and	material	interests	resulting	from	any	scientific,	literary	or	artistic	production	of	which	he	is	the	

author.	
Article	28.	
Everyone	is	entitled	to	a	social	and	international	order	in	which	the	rights	and	freedoms	set	forth	in	this	Declaration	can	be	fully	realized.	
Article	29.	
(1)	Everyone	has	duties	to	the	community	in	which	alone	the	free	and	full	development	of	his	personality	is	possible.	
(2)	In	the	exercise	of	his	rights	and	freedoms,	everyone	shall	be	subject	only	to	such	limitations	as	are	determined	by	law	solely	for	the	purpose	of	securing	

due	 recognition	 and	 respect	 for	 the	 rights	 and	 freedoms	 of	 others	 and	 of	meeting	 the	 just	 requirements	 of	morality,	 public	 order	 and	 the	
general	welfare	in	a	democratic	society.	

	 (3)	These	rights	and	freedoms	may	in	no	case	be	exercised	contrary	to	the	purposes	and	principles	of	the	United	Nations.	
Article	30.		
Nothing	in	this	Declaration	may	be	interpreted	as	implying	for	any	State,	group	or	person	any	right	to	engage	in	any	activity	or	to	perform	any	act	aimed	at	

the	destruction	of	any	of	the	rights	and	freedoms	set	forth	herein.	
	
	
	

***********************************	
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Annexe	2:	CEDAW	–	Convention	on	the	Elimination	of	all	Forms	of	Discrimination	Against	Women	
(1979)	

	
Preamble	

	
The	States	Parties	to	the	present	Convention,	
Noting	that	the	Charter	of	the	United	Nations	reaffirms	faith	in	fundamental	human	rights,	in	the	dignity	and	worth	of	the	human	person	
and	in	the	equal	rights	of	men	and	women,	
Noting	that	the	Universal	Declaration	of	Human	Rights	affirms	the	principle	of	the	inadmissibility	of	discrimination	and	proclaims	that	all	
human	beings	are	born	free	and	equal	in	dignity	and	rights	and	that	everyone	is	entitled	to	all	the	rights	and	freedoms	set	forth	therein,	
without	distinction	of	any	kind,	including	distinction	based	on	sex,	
Noting	that	the	States	Parties	to	the	International	Covenants	on	Human	Rights	have	the	obligation	to	ensure	the	equal	rights	of	men	and	
women	to	enjoy	all	economic,	social,	cultural,	civil	and	political	rights,	
Considering	the	international	conventions	concluded	under	the	auspices	of	the	United	Nations	and	the	specialized	agencies	promoting	
equality	of	rights	of	men	and	women,	
Noting	also	the	resolutions,	declarations	and	recommendations	adopted	by	the	United	Nations	and	the	specialized	agencies	promoting	
equality	of	rights	of	men	and	women,	
Concerned,	however,	that	despite	these	various	instruments	extensive	discrimination	against	women	continues	to	exist,	
Recalling	that	discrimination	against	women	violates	the	principles	of	equality	of	rights	and	respect	for	human	dignity,	is	an	obstacle	to	the	
participation	of	women,	on	equal	terms	with	men,	in	the	political,	social,	economic	and	cultural	life	of	their	countries,	hampers	the	growth	
of	the	prosperity	of	society	and	the	family	and	makes	more	difficult	the	full	development	of	the	potentialities	of	women	in	the	service	of	
their	countries	and	of	humanity,	
Concerned	that	in	situations	of	poverty	women	have	the	least	access	to	food,	health,	education,	training	and	opportunities	for	employment	
and	other	needs,	
Convinced	that	the	establishment	of	the	new	international	economic	order	based	on	equity	and	justice	will	contribute	significantly	towards	
the	promotion	of	equality	between	men	and	women,	
Emphasizing	that	the	eradication	of	apartheid,	all	forms	of	racism,	racial	discrimination,	colonialism,	neo-colonialism,	aggression,	foreign	
occupation	and	domination	and	interference	in	the	internal	affairs	of	States	is	essential	to	the	full	enjoyment	of	the	rights	of	men	and	
women,	
Affirming	that	the	strengthening	of	international	peace	and	security,	the	relaxation	of	international	tension,	mutual	co-operation	among	all	
States	irrespective	of	their	social	and	economic	systems,	general	and	complete	disarmament,	in	particular	nuclear	disarmament	under	strict	
and	effective	international	control,	the	affirmation	of	the	principles	of	justice,	equality	and	mutual	benefit	in	relations	among	countries	and	
the	realization	of	the	right	of	peoples	under	alien	and	colonial	domination	and	foreign	occupation	to	self-determination	and	independence,	
as	well	as	respect	for	national	sovereignty	and	territorial	integrity,	will	promote	social	progress	and	development	and	as	a	consequence	will	
contribute	to	the	attainment	of	full	equality	between	men	and	women,	
Convinced	that	the	full	and	complete	development	of	a	country,	the	welfare	of	the	world	and	the	cause	of	peace	require	the	maximum	
participation	of	women	on	equal	terms	with	men	in	all	fields,	
Bearing	in	mind	the	great	contribution	of	women	to	the	welfare	of	the	family	and	to	the	development	of	society,	so	far	not	fully	recognized,	
the	social	significance	of	maternity	and	the	role	of	both	parents	in	the	family	and	in	the	upbringing	of	children,	and	aware	that	the	role	of	
women	in	procreation	should	not	be	a	basis	for	discrimination	but	that	the	upbringing	of	children	requires	a	sharing	of	responsibility	
between	men	and	women	and	society	as	a	whole,	
Aware	that	a	change	in	the	traditional	role	of	men	as	well	as	the	role	of	women	in	society	and	in	the	family	is	needed	to	achieve	full	equality	
between	men	and	women,	
Determined	to	implement	the	principles	set	forth	in	the	Declaration	on	the	Elimination	of	Discrimination	against	Women	and,	for	that	
purpose,	to	adopt	the	measures	required	for	the	elimination	of	such	discrimination	in	all	its	forms	and	manifestations,	
Have	agreed	on	the	following:	

PART	I	
Article	I.	
For	the	purposes	of	the	present	Convention,	the	term	"discrimination	against	women"	shall	mean	any	distinction,	exclusion	or	restriction	
made	on	the	basis	of	sex	which	has	the	effect	or	purpose	of	impairing	or	nullifying	the	recognition,	enjoyment	or	exercise	by	women,	
irrespective	of	their	marital	status,	on	a	basis	of	equality	of	men	and	women,	of	human	rights	and	fundamental	freedoms	in	the	political,	
economic,	social,	cultural,	civil	or	any	other	field.	
Article	2.	
States	Parties	condemn	discrimination	against	women	in	all	its	forms,	agree	to	pursue	by	all	appropriate	means	and	without	delay	a	policy	
of	eliminating	discrimination	against	women	and,	to	this	end,	undertake:	(a)	To	embody	the	principle	of	the	equality	of	men	and	women	in	
their	national	constitutions	or	other	appropriate	legislation	if	not	yet	incorporated	therein	and	to	ensure,	through	law	and	other	
appropriate	means,	the	practical	realization	of	this	principle;	
(b)	To	adopt	appropriate	legislative	and	other	measures,	including	sanctions	where	appropriate,	prohibiting	all	discrimination	against	
women;	
(c)	To	establish	legal	protection	of	the	rights	of	women	on	an	equal	basis	with	men	and	to	ensure	through	competent	national	tribunals	and	
other	public	institutions	the	effective	protection	of	women	against	any	act	of	discrimination;	
(d)	To	refrain	from	engaging	in	any	act	or	practice	of	discrimination	against	women	and	to	ensure	that	public	authorities	and	institutions	
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shall	act	in	conformity	with	this	obligation;	
(e)	To	take	all	appropriate	measures	to	eliminate	discrimination	against	women	by	any	person,	organization	or	enterprise;	
(f)	To	take	all	appropriate	measures,	including	legislation,	to	modify	or	abolish	existing	laws,	regulations,	customs	and	practices	which	
constitute	discrimination	against	women;	
(g)	To	repeal	all	national	penal	provisions	which	constitute	discrimination	against	women.	
Article	3.	
States	Parties	shall	take	in	all	fields,	in	particular	in	the	political,	social,	economic	and	cultural	fields,	all	appropriate	measures,	including	
legislation,	to	en	sure	the	full	development	and	advancement	of	women	,	for	the	purpose	of	guaranteeing	them	the	exercise	and	enjoyment	
of	human	rights	and	fundamental	freedoms	on	a	basis	of	equality	with	men.	
Article	4.	
1.	Adoption	by	States	Parties	of	temporary	special	measures	aimed	at	accelerating	de	facto	equality	between	men	and	women	shall	not	be	
considered	discrimination	as	defined	in	the	present	Convention,	but	shall	in	no	way	entail	as	a	consequence	the	maintenance	of	unequal	or	
separate	standards;	these	measures	shall	be	discontinued	when	the	objectives	of	equality	of	opportunity	and	treatment	have	been	
achieved.	
2.	Adoption	by	States	Parties	of	special	measures,	including	those	measures	contained	in	the	present	Convention,	aimed	at	protecting	
maternity	shall	not	be	considered	discriminatory.	
Article	5.		
States	Parties	shall	take	all	appropriate	measures:	(a)	To	modify	the	social	and	cultural	patterns	of	conduct	of	men	and	women,	with	a	view	
to	achieving	the	elimination	of	prejudices	and	customary	and	all	other	practices	which	are	based	on	the	idea	of	the	inferiority	or	the	
superiority	of	either	of	the	sexes	or	on	stereotyped	roles	for	men	and	women;	
(b)	To	ensure	that	family	education	includes	a	proper	understanding	of	maternity	as	a	social	function	and	the	recognition	of	the	common	
responsibility	of	men	and	women	in	the	upbringing	and	development	of	their	children,	it	being	understood	that	the	interest	of	the	children	
is	the	primordial	consideration	in	all	cases.	
Article	6.	
States	Parties	shall	take	all	appropriate	measures,	including	legislation,	to	suppress	all	forms	of	traffic	in	women	and	exploitation	of	
prostitution	of	women.	

PART	II	
Article	7.	
States	Parties	shall	take	all	appropriate	measures	to	eliminate	discrimination	against	women	in	the	political	and	public	life	of	the	country	
and,	in	particular,	shall	ensure	to	women,	on	equal	terms	with	men,	the	right:	(a)	To	vote	in	all	elections	and	public	referenda	and	to	be	
eligible	for	election	to	all	publicly	elected	bodies;	
(b)	To	participate	in	the	formulation	of	government	policy	and	the	implementation	thereof	and	to	hold	public	office	and	perform	all	public	
functions	at	all	levels	of	government;	
(c)	To	participate	in	non-governmental	organizations	and	associations	concerned	with	the	public	and	political	life	of	the	country.	
Article	8.	
States	Parties	shall	take	all	appropriate	measures	to	ensure	to	women,	on	equal	terms	with	men	and	without	any	discrimination,	the	
opportunity	to	represent	their	Governments	at	the	international	level	and	to	participate	in	the	work	of	international	organizations.	
Article	9.	
1.	States	Parties	shall	grant	women	equal	rights	with	men	to	acquire,	change	or	retain	their	nationality.	They	shall	ensure	in	particular	that	
neither	marriage	to	an	alien	nor	change	of	nationality	by	the	husband	during	marriage	shall	automatically	change	the	nationality	of	the	wife,	
render	her	stateless	or	force	upon	her	the	nationality	of	the	husband.	
2.	States	Parties	shall	grant	women	equal	rights	with	men	with	respect	to	the	nationality	of	their	children.	

	
PART	III	

Article	10.	
States	Parties	shall	take	all	appropriate	measures	to	eliminate	discrimination	against	women	in	order	to	ensure	to	them	equal	rights	with	
men	in	the	field	of	education	and	in	particular	to	ensure,	on	a	basis	of	equality	of	men	and	women:	(a)	The	same	conditions	for	career	and	
vocational	guidance,	for	access	to	studies	and	for	the	achievement	of	diplomas	in	educational	establishments	of	all	categories	in	rural	as	
well	as	in	urban	areas;	this	equality	shall	be	ensured	in	pre-school,	general,	technical,	professional	and	higher	technical	education,	as	well	as	
in	all	types	of	vocational	training;	
(b)	Access	to	the	same	curricula,	the	same	examinations,	teaching	staff	with	qualifications	of	the	same	standard	and	school	premises	and	
equipment	of	the	same	quality;	
(c)	The	elimination	of	any	stereotyped	concept	of	the	roles	of	men	and	women	at	all	levels	and	in	all	forms	of	education	by	encouraging	
coeducation	and	other	types	of	education	which	will	help	to	achieve	this	aim	and,	in	particular,	by	the	revision	of	textbooks	and	school	
programs	and	the	adaptation	of	teaching	methods;	
(d	)	The	same	opportunities	to	benefit	from	scholarships	and	other	study	grants;	
(e)	The	same	opportunities	for	access	to	programs	of	continuing	education,	including	adult	and	functional	literacy	programs,	particularly	
those	aimed	at	reducing,	at	the	earliest	possible	time,	any	gap	in	education	existing	between	men	and	women;	
(f)	The	reduction	of	female	student	drop-out	rates	and	the	organization	of	programs	for	girls	and	women	who	have	left	school	prematurely;	
(g)	The	same	Opportunities	to	participate	actively	in	sports	and	physical	education;	
(h)	Access	to	specific	educational	information	to	help	to	ensure	the	health	and	well-being	of	families,	including	information	and	advice	on	
family	planning.	
Article	11.	
1.	States	Parties	shall	take	all	appropriate	measures	to	eliminate	discrimination	against	women	in	the	field	of	employment	in	order	to	
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ensure,	on	a	basis	of	equality	of	men	and	women,	the	same	rights,	in	particular:	(a)	The	right	to	work	as	an	inalienable	right	of	all	human	
beings;	
(b)	The	right	to	the	same	employment	opportunities,	including	the	application	of	the	same	criteria	for	selection	in	matters	of	employment;	
(c)	The	right	to	free	choice	of	profession	and	employment,	the	right	to	promotion,	job	security	and	all	benefits	and	conditions	of	service	and	
the	right	to	receive	vocational	training	and	retraining,	including	apprenticeships,	advanced	vocational	training	and	recurrent	training;	
(d)	The	right	to	equal	remuneration,	including	benefits,	and	to	equal	treatment	in	respect	of	work	of	equal	value,	as	well	as	equality	of	
treatment	in	the	evaluation	of	the	quality	of	work;	
(e)	The	right	to	social	security,	particularly	in	cases	of	retirement,	unemployment,	sickness,	invalidity	and	old	age	and	other	incapacity	to	
work,	as	well	as	the	right	to	paid	leave;	
(f)	The	right	to	protection	of	health	and	to	safety	in	working	conditions,	including	the	safeguarding	of	the	function	of	reproduction.	
2.	In	order	to	prevent	discrimination	against	women	on	the	grounds	of	marriage	or	maternity	and	to	ensure	their	effective	right	to	work,	
States	Parties	shall	take	appropriate	measures:	(a)	To	prohibit,	subject	to	the	imposition	of	sanctions,	dismissal	on	the	grounds	of	pregnancy	
or	of	maternity	leave	and	discrimination	in	dismissals	on	the	basis	of	marital	status;	
(b)	To	introduce	maternity	leave	with	pay	or	with	comparable	social	benefits	without	loss	of	former	employment,	seniority	or	social	
allowances;	
(c)	To	encourage	the	provision	of	the	necessary	supporting	social	services	to	enable	parents	to	combine	family	obligations	with	work	
responsibilities	and	participation	in	public	life,	in	particular	through	promoting	the	establishment	and	development	of	a	network	of	child-
care	facilities;	
(d)	To	provide	special	protection	to	women	during	pregnancy	in	types	of	work	proved	to	be	harmful	to	them.	
3.	Protective	legislation	relating	to	matters	covered	in	this	article	shall	be	reviewed	periodically	in	the	light	of	scientific	and	technological	
knowledge	and	shall	be	revised,	repealed	or	extended	as	necessary.	
Article	12.	
1.	States	Parties	shall	take	all	appropriate	measures	to	eliminate	discrimination	against	women	in	the	field	of	health	care	in	order	to	ensure,	
on	a	basis	of	equality	of	men	and	women,	access	to	health	care	services,	including	those	related	to	family	planning.	
2.	Notwithstanding	the	provisions	of	paragraph	I	of	this	article,	States	Parties	shall	ensure	to	women	appropriate	services	in	connection	with	
pregnancy,	confinement	and	the	post-natal	period,	granting	free	services	where	necessary,	as	well	as	adequate	nutrition	during	pregnancy	
and	lactation.	
Article	13.		
States	Parties	shall	take	all	appropriate	measures	to	eliminate	discrimination	against	women	in	other	areas	of	economic	and	social	life	in	
order	to	ensure,	on	a	basis	of	equality	of	men	and	women,	the	same	rights,	in	particular:	(a)	The	right	to	family	benefits;	
(b)	The	right	to	bank	loans,	mortgages	and	other	forms	of	financial	credit;	
(c)	The	right	to	participate	in	recreational	activities,	sports	and	all	aspects	of	cultural	life.	
Article	14.	
1.	States	Parties	shall	take	into	account	the	particular	problems	faced	by	rural	women	and	the	significant	roles	which	rural	women	play	in	
the	economic	survival	of	their	families,	including	their	work	in	the	non-monetized	sectors	of	the	economy,	and	shall	take	all	appropriate	
measures	to	ensure	the	application	of	the	provisions	of	the	present	Convention	to	women	in	rural	areas.	
2.	States	Parties	shall	take	all	appropriate	measures	to	eliminate	discrimination	against	women	in	rural	areas	in	order	to	ensure,	on	a	basis	
of	equality	of	men	and	women,	that	they	participate	in	and	benefit	from	rural	development	and,	in	particular,	shall	ensure	to	such	women	
the	right:	
(a)	To	participate	in	the	elaboration	and	implementation	of	development	planning	at	all	levels;	
(b)	To	have	access	to	adequate	health	care	facilities,	including	information,	counseling	and	services	in	family	planning;	
(c)	To	benefit	directly	from	social	security	programs;	
(d)	To	obtain	all	types	of	training	and	education,	formal	and	non-formal,	including	that	relating	to	functional	literacy,	as	well	as,	inter	alia,	
the	benefit	of	all	community	and	extension	services,	in	order	to	increase	their	technical	proficiency;	
(e)	To	organize	self-help	groups	and	co-operatives	in	order	to	obtain	equal	access	to	economic	opportunities	through	employment	or	self	
employment;	
(f)	To	participate	in	all	community	activities;	
(g)	To	have	access	to	agricultural	credit	and	loans,	marketing	facilities,	appropriate	technology	and	equal	treatment	in	land	and	agrarian	
reform	as	well	as	in	land	resettlement	schemes;	
(h)	To	enjoy	adequate	living	conditions,	particularly	in	relation	to	housing,	sanitation,	electricity	and	water	supply,	transport	and	
communications.	

PART	IV	
Article	15.	
1.	States	Parties	shall	accord	to	women	equality	with	men	before	the	law.	
2.	States	Parties	shall	accord	to	women,	in	civil	matters,	a	legal	capacity	identical	to	that	of	men	and	the	same	opportunities	to	exercise	that	
capacity.	In	particular,	they	shall	give	women	equal	rights	to	conclude	contracts	and	to	administer	property	and	shall	treat	them	equally	in	
all	stages	of	procedure	in	courts	and	tribunals.	
3.	States	Parties	agree	that	all	contracts	and	all	other	private	instruments	of	any	kind	with	a	legal	effect	which	is	directed	at	restricting	the	
legal	capacity	of	women	shall	be	deemed	null	and	void.	
4.	States	Parties	shall	accord	to	men	and	women	the	same	rights	with	regard	to	the	law	relating	to	the	movement	of	persons	and	the	
freedom	to	choose	their	residence	and	domicile.	
Article	16.	
1.	States	Parties	shall	take	all	appropriate	measures	to	eliminate	discrimination	against	women	in	all	matters	relating	to	marriage	and	family	
relations	and	in	particular	shall	ensure,	on	a	basis	of	equality	of	men	and	women:	(a)	The	same	right	to	enter	into	marriage;	
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(b)	The	same	right	freely	to	choose	a	spouse	and	to	enter	into	marriage	only	with	their	free	and	full	consent;	
(c)	The	same	rights	and	responsibilities	during	marriage	and	at	its	dissolution;	
(d)	The	same	rights	and	responsibilities	as	parents,	irrespective	of	their	marital	status,	in	matters	relating	to	their	children;	in	all	cases	the	
interests	of	the	children	shall	be	paramount;	
(e)	The	same	rights	to	decide	freely	and	responsibly	on	the	number	and	spacing	of	their	children	and	to	have	access	to	the	information,	
education	and	means	to	enable	them	to	exercise	these	rights;	
(f)	The	same	rights	and	responsibilities	with	regard	to	guardianship,	wardship,	trusteeship	and	adoption	of	children,	or	similar	institutions	
where	these	concepts	exist	in	national	legislation;	in	all	cases	the	interests	of	the	children	shall	be	paramount;	
(g)	The	same	personal	rights	as	husband	and	wife,	including	the	right	to	choose	a	family	name,	a	profession	and	an	occupation;	
(h)	The	same	rights	for	both	spouses	in	respect	of	the	ownership,	acquisition,	management,	administration,	enjoyment	and	disposition	of	
property,	whether	free	of	charge	or	for	a	valuable	consideration.	
2.	The	betrothal	and	the	marriage	of	a	child	shall	have	no	legal	effect,	and	all	necessary	action,	including	legislation,	shall	be	taken	to	specify	
a	minimum	age	for	marriage	and	to	make	the	registration	of	marriages	in	an	official	registry	compulsory.	

	
PART	V	

Article	17.	
1.	For	the	purpose	of	considering	the	progress	made	in	the	implementation	of	the	present	Convention,	there	shall	be	established	a	
Committee	on	the	Elimination	of	Discrimination	against	Women	(hereinafter	referred	to	as	the	Committee)	consisting,	at	the	time	of	entry	
into	force	of	the	Convention,	of	eighteen	and,	after	ratification	of	or	accession	to	the	Convention	by	the	thirty-fifth	State	Party,	of	twenty-
three	experts	of	high	moral	standing	and	competence	in	the	field	covered	by	the	Convention.	The	experts	shall	be	elected	by	States	Parties	
from	among	their	nationals	and	shall	serve	in	their	personal	capacity,	consideration	being	given	to	equitable	geographical	distribution	and	
to	the	representation	of	the	different	forms	of	civilization	as	well	as	the	principal	legal	systems.	
2.	The	members	of	the	Committee	shall	be	elected	by	secret	ballot	from	a	list	of	persons	nominated	by	States	Parties.	Each	State	Party	may	
nominate	one	person	from	among	its	own	nationals.	
3.	The	initial	election	shall	be	held	six	months	after	the	date	of	the	entry	into	force	of	the	present	Convention.	At	least	three	months	before	
the	date	of	each	election	the	Secretary-General	of	the	United	Nations	shall	address	a	letter	to	the	States	Parties	inviting	them	to	submit	
their	nominations	within	two	months.	The	Secretary-General	shall	prepare	a	list	in	alphabetical	order	of	all	persons	thus	nominated,	
indicating	the	States	Parties	which	have	nominated	them,	and	shall	submit	it	to	the	States	Parties.	
4.	Elections	of	the	members	of	the	Committee	shall	be	held	at	a	meeting	of	States	Parties	convened	by	the	Secretary-General	at	United	
Nations	Headquarters.	At	that	meeting,	for	which	two	thirds	of	the	States	Parties	shall	constitute	a	quorum,	the	persons	elected	to	the	
Committee	shall	be	those	nominees	who	obtain	the	largest	number	of	votes	and	an	absolute	majority	of	the	votes	of	the	representatives	of	
States	Parties	present	and	voting.	
5.	The	members	of	the	Committee	shall	be	elected	for	a	term	of	four	years.	However,	the	terms	of	nine	of	the	members	elected	at	the	first	
election	shall	expire	at	the	end	of	two	years;	immediately	after	the	first	election	the	names	of	these	nine	members	shall	be	chosen	by	lot	by	
the	Chairman	of	the	Committee.	
6.	The	election	of	the	five	additional	members	of	the	Committee	shall	be	held	in	accordance	with	the	provisions	of	paragraphs	2,	3	and	4	of	
this	article,	following	the	thirty-fifth	ratification	or	accession.	The	terms	of	two	of	the	additional	members	elected	on	this	occasion	shall	
expire	at	the	end	of	two	years,	the	names	of	these	two	members	having	been	chosen	by	lot	by	the	Chairman	of	the	Committee.	
7.	For	the	filling	of	casual	vacancies,	the	State	Party	whose	expert	has	ceased	to	function	as	a	member	of	the	Committee	shall	appoint	
another	expert	from	among	its	nationals,	subject	to	the	approval	of	the	Committee.	
8.	The	members	of	the	Committee	shall,	with	the	approval	of	the	General	Assembly,	receive	emoluments	from	United	Nations	resources	on	
such	terms	and	conditions	as	the	Assembly	may	decide,	having	regard	to	the	importance	of	the	Committee's	responsibilities.	
9.	The	Secretary-General	of	the	United	Nations	shall	provide	the	necessary	staff	and	facilities	for	the	effective	performance	of	the	functions	
of	the	Committee	under	the	present	Convention.	
Article	18.	
1.	States	Parties	undertake	to	submit	to	the	Secretary-General	of	the	United	Nations,	for	consideration	by	the	Committee,	a	report	on	the	
legislative,	judicial,	administrative	or	other	measures	which	they	have	adopted	to	give	effect	to	the	provisions	of	the	present	Convention	
and	on	the	progress	made	in	this	respect:	(a)	Within	one	year	after	the	entry	into	force	for	the	State	concerned;	
(b)	Thereafter	at	least	every	four	years	and	further	whenever	the	Committee	so	requests.	
2.	Reports	may	indicate	factors	and	difficulties	affecting	the	degree	of	fulfillment	of	obligations	under	the	present	Convention.	
Article	19.	
1.	The	Committee	shall	adopt	its	own	rules	of	procedure.	
2.	The	Committee	shall	elect	its	officers	for	a	term	of	two	years.	
Article	20.	
1.	The	Committee	shall	normally	meet	for	a	period	of	not	more	than	two	weeks	annually	in	order	to	consider	the	reports	submitted	in	
accordance	with	article	18	of	the	present	Convention.	
2.	The	meetings	of	the	Committee	shall	normally	be	held	at	United	Nations	Headquarters	or	at	any	other	convenient	place	as	determined	by	
the	Committee.		
Article	21.	
1.	The	Committee	shall,	through	the	Economic	and	Social	Council,	report	annually	to	the	General	Assembly	of	the	United	Nations	on	its	
activities	and	may	make	suggestions	and	general	recommendations	based	on	the	examination	of	reports	and	information	received	from	the	
States	Parties.	Such	suggestions	and	general	recommendations	shall	be	included	in	the	report	of	the	Committee	together	with	comments,	if	
any,	from	States	Parties.	
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