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Radhaben had to begin anew after her
vilage was submerged due to the
construction of the Sukhi Dam. In
compensation, her family was given 5
acres of a wasteland with no facilities or
services. When the Self Employed
Womens' Association began economic
rehabilitation of these resettled families,
the villagers did not trust anyone at first.
Radhaben convinced the women in her
vilage to start a savings group and took
responsibility for it. She realised that if a
vilage is united, their collective voice is
stronger. She now calls the women in
her vilage to meetings when there is a
need for a collective decision. She is a
member of the Sukhi Executive
Committee and knows how to talk with
government  officials about their
problems. People now have access to

S : electricity and food and water, and
Radhaben Bhanabhai economic development programmes
RATHWA have bequn.
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Radhaben a di tout recommencer a zéro lors de la construction du
barrage de Sukhi, car son village a été noyé. Sa famile recut en
contrepartie deux hectares de terre aride. Lorsque la SEWA (une
association de femmes pauvres du Gujarat) se lanca dans la réhabilitation
de ces familles déracinées, les villageois ne leur firent pas confiance. Elle
créa alors un groupement d’épargne pour convaincre les femmes. Si le
vilage était uni, leur voix collective aurait plus d’impact. Maintenant, elle
convoque les femmes quand il faut prendre une décision commune. Elle
est membre du Comité exécutif de Sukhi et sait comment exposer leurs
problémes aux officiels. Grace a Radhaben, les gens ont acces a
I’électricité, la nourriture et I’eau et des programmes de développement
économique ont été mis en place.

"By honoring a woman, we honor a whole nation."
"En honorant une femme. on honore toute une nation."





