Intervention by WWSF Executive Director, Elly Pradervand (10.09/07)

Excellencies. Ladies and Gentlemen
Dear Friends and Colleagues

In the name of the Women® World Summit Foundition, we wish to thank the Director Generd of the
United Nations H.E. Mr. Serge ORDZHONOKIDZE, for the privilege of showing this Exhibit at the UN
during the 6™ session of the Human Rights Coundl unde theleadership of Mr. Pierre de Loarer, Chief of
theUN Library andto his staff.

We express our gratitudeto Ambassador Blaise Gobé for endorsing this initiative and for the generous
suppot of the Swiss Missionin hoding the event and the reception.

Many Missions and also UN Agendes have written letters of suppot to the UN Director General andwe
acknowledgethe Mission of South Africa, Mexico, Romania, Luxembourg and especially China who for
thefirst time publicly suppot an NGO activity at the United Nations as well as UNFPA, for ther kind

endorsement.

Our thanksgo aso to themany sponsrs and financia contributors who have madeit possible over the
past 13 yearsfor usto select and award 331 Laureates with the PRIZE for women’s creativity in rural
life in over 100 counties which represents close to 300000 US$ in donaionstowards rural women
leadersOdevel opment work.

Last but notleast, we wish to thank our Board of Directors, staff and volunteers who tirelessly work for

the advancement of the status of women, and in particular rural women.

For those amongyouwho are new to our work, please hdp yourselves to the brochures describing our
programs available at theinformation tables. Our organizationis alegd Swiss Founddion, not-for-profit,
humanitarian and non-confessiond, an internaional NGO with United Nationsconsultative status
ECOSOC.

A few wordsaboutthe PRIZE for rural women program which was launched in 1994and entered into
force at the 1995Beijing Women@ conference, its mission is to honourcreative, courageousand
innovdive rural women and women@® organizations that work to improve the quality of life in rural

communities and to end poverty and marginalization.

The criteria of the Prize include:

Exceptiond courage credtivity in the approach, preservation of and respect for theenvironment and
continuing impact in the community.



The Laureates embody many qudities, such as strength, perseverance, reliability, competence, endurance,
optimism, goodnaes, resilience, courage, lovefor peace and often great sacrifice, hope faith and modesty

in ther caring for their communities.

By honourng rural women entrepreneurs and supporting them as active agents for development and
peace, they become more visible and recognized in their own counties and are better suppoted and
enabled to improvethdr incomes, health and food produdion which will benefit families and
communities. Theexhibit gives many examples of innovdive ways and creative approaches to improve
lifeinrura areas. Thare aretoo many | could citeand | leave it upto youto read up some of the profiles

to give you an idea of what we horour and suppott with this program.

Let me remind you, at this session of the Human Rights Council, of Article 14 of the Convention on
the Rights of Women, the CEDAW Convention, which isthe single mog important internaiond and
legd ingrument adopied by the UN: And I quote:

“States Parties shall take into account the particular problems faced by rural women and the
significant roles which rural women play in economic survival of their families, including their
work in the non-monetized sectors of the economy. States Parties shall take all appropriate
measures to eliminate discrimination against women in rural areas in order to ensure, on a basis
of equality of men and women, that they participate in and benefit from rural development.

In concluding, let me hand youa PEARL OF PEACE, a pin, designad by Gollay, to remind you of women

peace builders and of Geneva, acity for peace. Thank you onae agan for your solidarity and suppot.
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